Abstract. The Lesser Antillean island of St. Vincent harbors 18 species of terrestrial amphibians and reptiles: four frogs (including the endemic Pristimantis shrevei), one turtle, ten lizards (including endemic Anolis griseus and A. trinitatis), and three snakes (including endemic Corallus cookii and Chironius vincenti). In addition, four species of marine turtles are known from the region. Ecological relationships of an introduced frog (E. johnstonei) and an introduced lizard (A. sagrei) should be monitored in order to evaluate any potentially negative impact on endemic congeners. Two endangered endemic species (P. shrevei and C. vincenti) may benefit from sympatry with the endemic parrot, Amazona guildingii, the national bird of St. Vincent, with which they share high-quality upland forest habitat. Like other West Indian herpetofaunas, that on St. Vincent faces threats that include dramatic habitat alterations, introduced predators (mongooses, domestic cats) and competitors (e.g., A. sagrei), changes in the prey base, and the potential introduction of the chytrid fungus. These threats can best be addressed by development and implementation of effective management programs based on ecological studies by local and foreign biologists.
Introduction
St. Vincent, with an area of 345 km 2 , is one of the Windward Islands in the southern Lesser Antilles. Humans likely entered the Lesser Antilles from South America about 2000 B.C. (Wilson, 2001) , so some degree of habitat alteration has probably been ongoing for about 4000 years, with the vast majority of it post-Columbus. On St. Vincent, pottery remains are available from as early as 160 ± 100 A.D. (Bullen and Bullen, 1972; Callaghan, 2007) . Caribs entered the Windward Islands after 1000 A.D. (Rouse, 1989) , and they lived on St. Vincent, believed to have been the center of island Carib culture, ". . . more or less undisturbed for nearly 200 years. . . " post-Columbus (Bullen and Bullen, 1972) . The first permanent nonnative residents were African slaves that had been shipwrecked in 1635. The British, French, and Caribs subsequently vied for possession of the island during the 1700s, with the Caribs finally surrendering to the British in 1796. A plantation economy flourished during the 1800s, with principal crops of sugar, coffee, cotton, and cacao, but the sugar economy dwindled toward the end of the 19th century -only to be replaced with the intensely cultivated banana industry. Even more than sugar, bananas exploited forested hillsides and introduced subsidized use of chemical fertilizers and extensive applications of pesticides and herbicides. The latter may or may not have affected the herpetofauna directly, but undoubtedly had a negative impact on the arthropodan prey base of many species. Agriculture and the plantation system, dating largely to the sugar economy and prevalent on many Caribbean islands, has been primarily responsible for creating a patchwork landscape that, to this day, affects the distribution of frogs and reptiles.
Like the other Windward Islands that comprise the Inner Arc of the Lesser Antilles (sometime called the "Volcanic Caribees"), St. Vincent is of volcanic origin. La Soufrière (1180 m), its principal peak, is the northernmost and youngest volcano on the island. Historical eruptions of La Soufrière occurred in 1718 , 1812 , 1902 , and 1979 (Venzke et al., 2002 -2007 . The 1902 eruption dramatically affected the northern third of St. Vincent (Hovey, 1902) . Effects of the 1979 eruption were less extensive (Fiske and Sigurdsson, 1982) , and frogs (Pristimantis shrevei) were collected near the summit about 10 years later (Kaiser et al., 1994) .
The topography of the island consists largely of steep slopes dissected by lush valleys, with relatively narrow coastal plains ( fig. 1) . Because of the harsh topography, many of the uplands were spared the extensive deforestation during the colonial era that occurred on Lesser Antillean islands with less relief (Callaghan, 2007) . In 1993, about 38% of the land area was covered by forest, about 5% of which was mature, mostly undisturbed primary forest. At that time, land above 305 m was reserved to conserve remaining forests (SVG Forestry Department, 1993) .
Conservation programs fall under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, with terrestrial systems under the Department of Forestry. Because of the consequent emphasis on conserving forests, legislation and enforcement appropriately emphasize entire ecosystems instead of the species-by-species approach evident in many nations. The St. Vincent Parrot Reserve, established for the protection of the endangered St. Vincent Parrot (Amazona guildingii), extends protection to habitat, thereby benefiting other species that rely on intact mature forest.
As of 1993 (SVG Forestry Department, 1993) , no formal system of national parks and protected areas existed, although designation of Soufrière Volcano as a national park had been proposed. Eight areas on St. Vincent were declared wildlife reserves under the 1987 Wildlife Protection Act. The largest of these is the St. Vincent Parrot Reserve (3075 ha in 1993 , 4399 ha in 2007 Gardner, 2007) . Unfortunately, the system of wildlife reserves existed largely on paper, boundaries were not clearly demarcated, and the ability of forestry officers to function as wildlife protection
